
Beyond Backyard Composting



Promote Backyard Composting



Why Compost Food Scraps?

 Food Scraps are not a Waste

 Food Scraps are a Commodity

 Food Scraps Make up About 12%

of the Waste Stream 

 Result is a Very Good Soil Amendment

 Help Maine Reach it’s Goal of a 50%

Recycling Rate



Waste Generation by Type
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Regional Food Residual

Composting Project  

Maine DEP
Maine SPO  
Town of Farmington

Aramark Food Service (UMF)

Franklin Memorial Hospital 

Mallett School

Sandy River Recycling



Farmington Food Compost Initiative 2005-
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Getting Started

Attend Maine Compost School
Devise a Plan
Key Elements

who, what, where, when, how

Work with State DEP for Necessary
Licensing 



Public Awareness

Tell People What 
You Are Doing

Tell People Why 
You Are Doing it

 Let People Know 
What is Going on

at the Site







Funding

Most Money Will be Spent on Site Work

Leave Room for Expansion

Have the Equipment for Earthwork

Make Sure it’s Right the First Time





Actual Operation

Your Recipe

How are You Going to Work Your Site?

How are you going to comply with the 
rules & regulations

Transportation of Feedstock and 
Amendment



































































Finished Compost?

Now that you have Finished Compost                                     
what do you do with it

Have it Tested (ME Soils Lab)

Sales

Donations & Community Service

Storage














